Accelerated Biology Syllabus

2009-2010
Mr. Coziahr

Room 702

Email: mark.coziahr@suhsd.k12.ca.us
Website: www.coziahrbio.com

Course Description


This course is intended for students who are planning on taking chemistry and AP biology as future science classes.  Students who are taking this class should be working toward entering a public or private four year university after high school.  The curriculum for this class is created from the California State standards for biology and it will be taught at the college prep level.  The course will take an active approach to teach the information with the goal of student excellence on standardized exams and in future science classes.  During the first semester students will cover the following topics: the scientific process, ecology, chemistry, cellular structure and functions, cell energetics, and genetics. The second semester will cover the following topics: DNA, biotechnology, evolution, and human physiology.  We will be supplementing the textbook to enrich the curriculum which will help foster student success.  

Class Conduct


Conduct in the classroom can be summed up in three easy to follow guidelines: 1) Respect yourself; 2) Respect others; 3) Respect the classroom.  

Class Materials

You will be responsible for bringing the following materials to class.   If an item is not needed, I will work to give advance notice.  When in doubt, bring all materials!  
1. Biology Spiral notebook

2. Pen and pencil
3. Book (for accelerated only)
Grading

Scholarship grades will be divided into the following categories: Tests/Quizzes (40%), Labs (20%), Homework (25%), and Final (15%).  Late work will not be accepted.  If a student is absent for an exam or lab (with an approved excuse), they will be responsible for making it up before school by the end of the following week.  Students shall have 1 day to turn in late work for every day that they are absent.  Cheating will not be tolerated and the guidelines set out in the Academic Honesty Policy of the Eastlake High School bulletin will be followed.
Grading Scale

A = 100% - 89
B = 88.9% - 78%

C = 77.9% - 67%
D = 66.9% - 56%
F = 55.9% or below 

Citizenship grades are composed of class conduct and coming to class on time.  The attached rubric will be used to grade the citizenship of students (ex. any combination of 5 or more uncleared tardies and truancies for the semester will most likely be reflected by an F in citizenship).  You citizenship grade will be reflected by the most recent class print out received prior to grade day.  Tardies and absences cleared after the fact will not be reflected in the grade received.
If you have any questions or comments please bring them to my attention.  Thank you.
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